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LET'S FACE IT. YOU\ I] [| ARE NOU FEELING 

GUNS =- THIS {5 ALL RIGHT, JOHNNY? 

THING-DOUTY: NOT ANN MORE TROUBLE 
TORCH-DUTY! FLAMING OFF ?P* 


. I'M GONNA cHECK & 


ON MY WIFE ANO 
GET SOME SLEEP! fm 


A 
HAPPENED 
LAST ISSUE, 
--RALFE 


KNOW 'ER, 


ag 
Cal 


MANTIS? THAT Y (THE VERY SAME, HUMAN 


LAOQN THAT USED Po = TORCH--AND VERY PLEASED 
TO SEE VOu! : 


TOBE AN Pp 
AVENGER? 
> a 
ae 


KS A= (\ = 
s THE 
“MG (AL aers 
Wy SHE HAS LIMITS-- 
; ee == wut ; — Pall 


Z 
Z 


HIN THE CLASSIC WES T 
COAST AVENGERS #9. 
~-REAL-WORLO RALPH 


T ALLUS OVO 
HATE PARKIN! 
METERS / 


YNOUREOUTOF \ LY T’M GONNA WORK 


DATE, BENIN! it's 
FOOTSBALL 
SEASON! 


TETS Pi! THE 


GIANTS ARE 
MY TEAM! 


THIS ONE, TOO; HAS = NSSSY --BuT THE THING 


HER FAVORITES AMONG -— Dy, WAS CORRECT--\\\\\'_ 


SPORT FRANCHISES -- 


ON THROWING THE 
BOMB Lik H 
JETS! 


Y fs 
DS) AS 


P--THE TEAM SHE 

COUNTS ON (5 

THE FANTASTIC 
Four! "4 


LOOKS LIKE YOUR 
COUNTING ADCEO 
LIP TO SOMETHING! 


BUT WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
IN THE MIOST OF THIS MAD- 
NESS, MANTIS? 


Wry, 
pany fF 


ee 


THE AVENGERS-- NN 
EAST COAST AIENGERS-- 

TOLO US YOU'D GONE TO THE 
ZN WESTCOAST GRouUP! 


IT (6 TRUEL THIS ONE WAS RE- --ANO A CONFRONTATION HE SAID HIS SPACE- 

CENTLY STRICKEN WITH AM- ]( WITH A BEING (NVOLVED IN BORN PEOPLE 

NESIA AND SHE SOUGHT THAT WONDROUS TRANS- WOULD ASSUME 

OUT HER OLU COMRADES FORMATIONL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
FOR HELPS > yf 


> HE RESTORED HER MEMORY, 

THEY NOBLY AGREED, BuT BUT STOLE AWAY ALL THE 

THEIR EFFORTS PROVED ]I\ POWERS SHE HAD GAINED 
SUPERFLUOUS. ty AS THE MADONNA=- 


; THE BOY! i, 
HE SAID THIS ONE s 
1 HAD 'SERVEO 4 
HER PURPOSE 


wAS HER OWN EFFORT LEDY STOLE 
HER TO THE SPOT WHERE AWAY 

SHE HAD BECOME THE 
CELESTIAL MADONNA -- 


SO YA'NANNA SY THE FANTASTIC FOUR ARE B XN SEG, WE'RE IN 
60 AFTER WELL-KN THE MIDOLE O! 
uM, I eet! Ss /--WELL, D'Le 
TELLYA WHILE 
PAWE'RE WALKING 
ee ee 


DARN RIGHT 
WE ARE! WE'LL BE 
‘GLAO TAHELP YA 


HEY, TORCHIE-- 
AIN'TCHA GONNA 
\ FLAME OFF? 


il \\ 


IT AIN'T SOY WELL 
SUR TAM! 


BUT THE TEAM 
ALWAYS HAS 
COME FIRS T--1 


NOW THAT Z,YVHWZ/ T FIND MYSELE WISH- 
ARON, Hive = 5 INGYOU COULD SPEAK, 
DECIDED TO DRAGON MAN-- TO 
ACT IsEE f OFFER ME ASEP- 
HOW COM- y | ARATE POINT OF 
PLICATED ) 
ACTION CAN , ; > 
BECOME! AE i I FIND MYSELE 
hehe AY FEELING CUT OFF 
~ w Vs --AND SURROUNDED 
BN THE UNKNOWN 1 


--8UT THEIR PASSING INTERESTS GREATLYA 
MAN ON THE IOOTH FLOOR WHO SEES THEM 
AS CLEARLY AS IF THEY WERE RIGHT OUTS ICE 


His WINDOW! 


FOR 
MILLENNIA, 
WE RACE 
OF WATCHERS 
HAVE MERELY 
WATCHED 
THE LININER’S & 


ws NEVER 
INTERFERING IN LJ 
THE AFFAIRS OFF 
OTHER RACES, | 


MEANS IN NEW 
YORK CITY?) | 


> 
= 


I MERELY 
NG THESE 
ERS? 


BY THE STANOARDS BRED 
INTO ME, I AMA WOAN- 
OROUS BEING, BUT SINCE 
DESCENDING INTO THIS 
VICIOUS AND FINITE 
MILIEU I HAVE BEEN 
BurFETED BY SUCH UNEX- 
PECTED EVILS--! 


MORE ANC MORE, 
I FEAR FOR MY 
VERY SOUL f 


PS 
Z 
6s 


aM 


A 


Eth 

VIKA) 
TF 
Y 


Y 


WY] 


- 
= 


eae 


i 


WOULO 4 
MORTAL IN THE FAR CORNER OF THE 
MAN KNOW MAMMOTH CHAMBER...SOME- 
WHAT TO THING AS FORMLESS AS THE 
PO NOW--? WATCHERS FEARS.., 
ANO THAT'S ONLY -“KANG THE CONQUEROR 
HALF OF iT! ISALSO Berusine THE Te MASTER OL Ma 
a EVENTS ON EARTH! TO STRIKE! 


i —— 


5 


! 
{ T 


IN WHAT PASSES FOR 
SIMULTANEITY, INA 
BE OCIMENSION WITH - 
OUT TIME-- 
wv 


<7 


THIS IS THE 
| MOMENT TO TAKE 
| Mi REVENGE ON THE 
i I CELESTIAL MAQCONNA 
Hh ne ANO INSURE MY 
| ETERNAL SURVIVAL £ 


~-THAT THE 
Cees Oe 
Tt 
MASTER AS 
MYSELF 
WOULD CREATE 
COUNTLESS 
SCORES OF 
IMITATORS-- 


~-SOME WHO APPEAR 
TO BE TRUE PIVERGE, 
COUNTERPARTS OF ME 
OTHERS MERE PRETENDERS. 


THE COUNCIL ~-\WHO IS CUR- 
OF KANGS BELIEVE RENTLY 
THE COUNCIL TELLS ME SLUMBERING 
THAT WITHIN THE BUBBLE BENEATH MOUNT 
PREATES BY ONE OE THE [OAL ieneaia d 
[FO m4 
GODLIKE CELESTIALS-- ine 


THEY 
ALL WANT 
THAT WEAPON; 
COME 2005-- 


NONE OF THE OTHER KANGS COULD 

POSSIGLY STEER A TIMESHIP INTO THE 

INFERNO-VORTEX ! ONIN JZ, WITH MY 

EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN THIS 

UNNERSE, COULD EVEN THINK OF 
SURVIVING 'T! 


I SHALL SUR- 
VINE (T AND 
REACH THE 
CREAMING 
CELESTIAL 
WITHOUT THEIR’ 
KNOWLEDGE-- 


AND 2O20... 


ACCORDING TO MY INSTRUMENTS, X 
ONE KANG VOPPLEGANGER’  NOTME AN?’ 
15 EVEN NOW TRYING TD PHASE 1 WILL THUS 
INTO THE ERA OF THE 

AMVENGERS 


tm 
ey 


THERE LIES A 
TIME BUBELE 
WHICH CANNOT 
BE ENTERED 

UNTIL ALL OF 
EARTH ENTERS IT 

THROUGH WORMAL 

EVOLUTION f 


= i 
BETWEEN THE 
YEARS ZOOS || 


THIS STRANGE 
UPHEAVAL (N 
LIMBO THAT THE 
HEROES OF NEW 
YORK HAVE 
CUBBED THE 
INFERNO" 
PLAYS DIRECTLY 
So 


AOC TO THAT THE PRESENCE OF SHE \NHO 
THWARTED MY MOST ALIDACIOUS ATTACK 
ON THE TWENTIETH CENTURY--ANAIAIT/S -- 


--ANO (T WOULD SEEM THAT 
FATE (TSELF HAD DECREED 
MY FINAL VICTORY OVER ALL 

MN FOES! 


WELL: AS ARON THE WATCHER SAIO, EVERY 
ACTION SEEMS LINEKPECTEDLY COMP /- 


CATES NoOwW--! are = 
TI ae 
SUCH IS THE FEVERISH Se 
NATURE OF -- THE INFERNOL 


IT WILL BE HER ALIEN POWERS: DRAINED 
FROM HER UNINILLING FORMBY MN ENERG/- 
TUBE, \NHICH DEFEAT THE CREATURE BE- 
NEATH THE MON ee AS SHE 


LP 


Ai 


Up 


y 
( 


FIRES LiKE 
EVERY OTHER 
SKNSC RAPER 
IN TOWN, 


SONYOU AIN'T THE 

CELESTIAL MADONNA 
NO MORE-- / ANTS TO CREATE A 

W FORM OF LIFE-- 


~-ALIFE WHICH 
WOULD LEAD 
BOTH sPE- 
CIES INTO 
THE FUTURE / 


ms 
Nie 


Ty eee 


BUT SHARON 
VEN TURA'S: 
FEMALE 
PRIDE \A/iLi 


NEVER MAKE 
(ise sis 
PLEASURE 
KNOWN, AS 
SUDDENLY-- 


a 


\U-MN- BRA- SHUN 
B-BEAMMM-- 


FLAME 
K-KIDS 


F-F - 
ONN, 


! 


C-C-CON- 
CENTRATE 


AYS=- 


SOME SORTA 
*SNUTTY 


*KSINCE STRANGE TALE S#/34, 
--RESEARCHIN 'RALF 


L 
E 
2 
w 
a 


RA 
RAY 


PA 


ays(s 


/ 


ALAST (54.--& Mie & 


WHEN THIS BOOY'S OUT OF 
COMNUSSION: 17'S REALLY 
DEAO K/EIGHT! 


Co LP 
aati s 
DOING ? C? 
5 aS \ 
5 


iN 
La 
—s ) 3 j 


rp 


KS Govy 
St 
CS 
THE WERS 
THE PL ANTS- _ ee 
S --AND NOT SVE A 

A «< KANG'S FUTURE 
E DEVELOPED % SCIENCE CAN STEAL 
= ka R P BEFOREHAND! THAT FROM HER! 
YOUR SPIRIT WAS ALWAYS) I AMPLEASEO /Af TIME, YOU MIGHT --BUT BEFORE 
BRIGHTER THAN OTHER TO SEE YOU 

WOMEN'S; MANTIS! FIGHT BACK 

aoa e 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
TO IGNORE THE RAY 
bh ALTOGETHER-- 


i) CHA 
“A “ 


Neal 


Ww 


ay (are ( j . 
a LS = > ¢. 
pA N 
oo - { Se: 
, —< bd 
gn 
o WHAT'S HE 
WG THROWING - 
cea 


i} BENNY, WW; wed 


—e 
a 


SUPDPENLY AN 


TOO LATE, THING! LHAVE 
WHAT I CAME FOR / 


= 
aN % 
* 


ae 


Ze Gf 
=== Nl 
i 


WOULO'VE MANBE WE 20, SHARYIHE 
ENTIRPE 


ON'T GAINED sO { 
STRENGTH FROM (NIN 
YOUR NEW MUTATION --! CALIFORNIAL 


I'LL MEET 
\NE CAN LOOK ITLIPON YOU THERE! 
THE FANTAST-CARS 
COMPUTER \NHILE WE'RE 

FLNIN' OWT THERE! 


ate 
ANO \WNE OON!T 4 Pv’! j 
AM, KNOW WHEEL ee 


SAS 


x ? Se i -- WHEN THE MASTER 
ee bee ry Ve RW OF TIME HAS ALREADY 
EAE: oe Y ia ®) SL IPPEC THROUGH 

YW 2IMEGO TO THE BROWN 
q HILLS OF THE GOLOEN 
! STATE! 


HE'S ACTING NO--NO TIME AT ALL -- 
AWFULLY aS $s: 


BUT WHAT (5 NO, KANG--FOR 

Hf ? MM THE POWERS 

BEQUEATHED 

P. THIS ONE BY THE A BUT 
RECEWING PLANTS AKE HELP | 
ALMOST NO GONE ! YOU (NYOUR EVIL -— 
AUGMENTA- g 
TION FROM 
YOU, MADONNA! 


NO, MANTIS--I WILL KEEP 

YOU, WHATEVER YOUR PART 

IN TONIGHT'S ORAMA 15 £ 
YOU W/LL WITH TH 


BENEATH THE WE BOTA HAVE CHANGED IN 
ANO FREE THIS ONE! OUR STATUS SINCE THE DAYS 
OF OUR FIRST ENCOUNTER-- 
YOU THINK Me WHEN I SOUGHT TO MARRY 
A FOOL? RE- YOU GEFORE THE PLANT 
MEMBER THAT DIDw! 


Z,(N FACT, 
FIND MN- 


WHAT SORT 

OF WOMAN 

YOU WERE; AND 
EVEN (Ff You ARE 
SUCH AGAIN -- 
YOU ARE NEVER 
WELPLESS"! A 


N-- SHE ST/LL HAS 
SOME FRIENDS f" 


THE WEIRD FEELINGS 
I'VE HAD--THEY'RE FAR - 
ING AS IT GETAWAY FROM 

MANHATTAN £ 


H 
es 


a PUT CS 
NEVER WITH THE 
ADDED FACTOR OF 


Ps 


GOOO! BECAUSE DESPITE 
WHAT T TOLD BEN ANO 
Wyghed IT WAS GETTING 


FAR AS FT OID AGAINST 
GRAVITON OTHER. TIMES-- 


KANG -ANO-MANTIS 
AN INFERNO AROUND I WRINKLE 70 17 ALL-- 


BUT AFTER THE) PERHA 
CELESTIAL bom 
DIES, I WILL BE | QUEKOR-- 
KING OF THE |PERHA Ps! 


GEREFT AS 
MANTIS (5 
THESE DAYS-- 


ROER TO FLAME OFFS 
VE PUSHED MY FLAME AS 


THOUGH THIS 


TUFF ADDS A NEW 


--I‘M GLAD THINGS 
ARE GETTING LESS 
EL Abia (CATED 


ton £ 


AND SPEAKING VeS/7 1F YA'VE HAD 

OF “ESS COM- ENUCE 

PLICATEO "-- i‘ EXERCISE, 
HOP (NI 


W THAT WE'VE 


NO 
CAUGHT LUIPTA YA, 


THANKS ANYWAY BuT I'M BUT WILL ANY OF 
KINDA LIKE A a eee THE FABULOUS FF 


NO ONE UNOBRESTIMATES 

YOU, KONG--BUT THIS ONE 

HAS LINEO AMONG THE 

STARS, AT THE SIDE OF THE 

SILVER SURFER! SHE 

KNOWS THE LEGENOS OF 
THE CELESTIALS! 


ARE YOU CERTAIN YOU 

KNOW WHAT YOU FACE 

WHEN You ATTACK A 
SPA S 


FULL THROTTLE 
FOR AWHILE! 


THE LEGENDS 
OF SPACES 


FINALLY-- 
THE DOOR TO 


THE OREAMING 
CELESTIAL 
LIES RE- 
VEALED 
ONCE MORE! 


[SR 


VIN 
f 
ws 


a 
KNOWS THE AS 
LEGENOS \4 NS 
OF TYME! 


I WILL NOT 
ATTACK THE 
DOOR 


Z 


5 
rs 


MA 


BEN! 
YOU WERE 
FHGHTL 


AND AS SUCH, % 


--AND AFTER ALL,NOONE 


ING KO, KANG 
ee: use ae VIGRA- 
FAY O 


MEANWHILE, I SAW 
WHERE THAT 
PARALYS! 
RAY CAME OUTTA 
His SHIP-- 


NN 
ACG 


Le <A 


Coe a — 2 

ee ‘ 4 p SS (\ 
= ‘Wa i 

us inv f ¥. 


a 


ia 
UTURE 

F 
oN 


HE'S TURNED 

ON SOME SORT 

OF SUCTION 
DEVICE! 


ON 
aN 
bo 

1M 


AND 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THIS: 


GIVE 
But © CAN'T 
EVEN GEtAT EM 


M 
tale OC 


THE HUMAN TORCH 
16 ALL CLEANED 


SHOW THE WORLD 
WHAT HE CAN DOS 


YOu MADE A B/G 
MISTAKE eT hed 
OUT OF MANHATTAN, 
KANG! OUT HERE IN 
THIS CRISF; CLEAN 
THERE'S 


ox FIRST WE 
SPLIT YOU ALONG 
THE SEAMS, 
ANDO THEN-- 


ZIMLOSING 


9 my CONTROL Lf 
‘ [VS acoolrm 
FLAPPING ¢ 
up 


I OUNNOL 
(T's NEVER 


Kes h> " 
: {| 


FB AOA RTN 


av 3 
ee 
ae 


he 
Oo ALWAYS, 
al KA 

(TT 


NG 
CONQUERS £ 


—-- JUST AST 
TOLD YOU: 
MANT-- 


Fe EMEMBER THAT STRANGE APPARITION (N AR ONS ROOM, ANDO BEHING THE 
CHP PONDER IT WELL UNTIL NEXT ISSUE WHEN ALL WILL BE RPEVEALEOS 


INFERNO PR EESTAL GALIGHTER! 


